

The aims of Stella Maris School’s Primary Education may be stated briefly as follows:

1. To enable children to know, love and serve God better in this world, so as to be happy with him forever in the next (Baltimore Catechism);
2. To provide children with an excellent academic, human and spiritual formation;
3. To prepare them to live virtuously and wisely in serving God, their families and their country;

As a staff committed to the realisation of these goals, our aim is to create a happy, secure working environment for our pupils in which there is a sense of good order and a reasonable approach to behaviour. This is done by having guidelines to direct behaviour for the good of all.
These guidelines constitute the school’s Code of Behaviour.


The aims of a Code of Behaviour are:

1. To help create a positive learning environment in which every pupil can benefit from school.
2. To help pupils to become more self-disciplined and to encourage good standards of behaviour.
3. To help organise a large group so that school can operate smoothly for the benefit of all.
4. To care in a practical way for pupils, staff, the school and its environment.

General Guideline for Behaviour

All pupils are expected to behave in a responsible manner both towards themselves and others, showing consideration, courtesy and respect for other pupils and adults at all times.
· Respect must be shown to each person, at all times.
· Respect must be shown for the property of each person, and for the property of the school, at all times.
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[bookmark: Maintaining_Good_Behaviour]Maintaining Good Behaviour
Encouraging high standards of behaviour among pupils and creating and maintaining an orderly atmosphere for learning in the school will involve the use of praise and rewards for good behaviour and result in sound relationships between teachers and pupils leading to effective teaching and learning.


[bookmark: Behaviour_in_Class]Behaviour in Class
Pupils are expected to respect the right of other pupils to learn and avoid disrupting the work of the classroom.
Pupils are expected to have respect for their teachers and other staff and follow instructions given to them.
Pupils are expected to walk to and from their classrooms in an orderly manner.
Pupils are expected to show courtesy and respect towards other pupils and towards visitors to their classroom.


[bookmark: Behaviour_in_the_Playground]







Behaviour in the Playground
Pupils are expected to have respect for each person, and for their property.
Pupils are expected to avoid rough play and bullying (both verbal and physical). Pupils are expected to obey signal at the end of break.
Pupils are only permitted to re-enter the school premises during break with a teacher’s permission.
Pupils are forbidden to climb walls or fences. Inappropriate language will not be tolerated in the playground. 


Behaviour in the School Environment
Pupils are expected to walk about the school and stairs in an orderly and safe manner.
Pupils shall not remain on the school premises after school activities are finished.
Pupils are expected to show respect for school property.
Pupils are expected to come to and from school with due care for other pupils, for property, for traffic and pedestrians.


[bookmark: Bullying]Bullying
Bullying is repeated aggression: verbal, psychological or physical conducted by an individual or group against others. It is not tolerated in our school. The school’s preventive strategies aim to develop in pupils the confidence to report incidents of bullying to teachers and/or parents.

The procedure for investigating, reporting and dealing with incidents of bullying, minor and serious are laid out in the Anti-Bullying Policy attached to this Code of Behaviour.

[bookmark: Behaviour_in_the_School_Environment][bookmark: Sanctions]Sanctions
The procedure and sanctions outlined here are what occurs where there is persistent misbehaviour by pupils including bullying behaviour. The particular stage used will depend on the seriousness of the misbehaviour.
Parents/guardians are involved at an early stage rather than as a last resort.

Step 1: A verbal warning is given to the child, instructing them to stop the misbehaviour. 

Step 2: If a child misbehaves following a verbal warning, then the child is put on a time out. The child will continue to observe the lessons taking place in the class, and will be given a chance to reflect on their behaviour before apologising and returning to class. 

Step 3: It is expected that a child should very seldom need to be corrected a third time. However, if a child continues to misbehave, or misbehaves in a serious manner, then the teacher will write a note in the child's homework journal detailing the behaviour. This is to be signed by the parents of the child and returned to the teacher the next day. 


For ongoing, serious issues of behaviour, or in the event of gross misbehaviour, the following steps will be taken: 

Step 4: If there is no improvement in behaviour at this point the teacher will contact the parents of the child to discuss the ongoing issue(s). This may be via a phone call or a physical meeting, depending on the circumstances.

Step 5: If the misbehviour continues, the principal will request a meeting with both the child's parents and the class teacher.

Step 6: If there is no improvement in behaviour following this meeting, the principal will arrange a formal meeting with the child's parents, the chairperson of the Board of Management and the class teacher.

Step 7: If the child's behaviour does not improve after the aforementioned interventions the child will be suspended for 3 days. A second suspension may follow if needed (up to 10 days, with Board of Management approval).

Step 8: The final step of these sanctions may result in the child being excluded from school.

[bookmark: Attendance]Attendance
Pupils are required to be regular in their attendance at school. 
The school must be informed of your child’s absence and the reason why they were absent. The reason must be given in writing, by way of a note in their homework journal.
Pupils are expected to be on time for school each day and in the event of a late arrival, please write a note in their homework journal.
Mitching from school is considered a serious offence and is reported to parents/guardians.
Pupils are not permitted to leave the school premises during school hours. Parents must collect pupils from their classroom if pupils need to be collected for an appointment, or for early collection.

Homework
Homework is given on a regular basis and pupils are expected to complete it to the best of their ability.
Pupils are expected to write down their homework in their homework journal, if they are able. 
Parents/guardians are requested to ensure that when the homework, written and oral, is completed, the homework journal is then signed by them which
 acknowledges that the work has been seen and approved by them.
If for some reason homework (or part of it) cannot be completed, parents/guardians are asked to note this in the homework journal.

[bookmark: Other_Items]Other Items
Coats and other property should always be labelled with each child’s name. Pupils must wear their full school uniform.
Jewellery may be worn in a modest fashion, by girls. 
Hairstyles are to be kept modest and respectable. 
Pupils are not allowed to have mobile phones in school. All mobile phones will be confiscated and must be collected by an adult.







SIGNED: Ms. Teresa Leahy	DATE: 15/6/23
(Chairperson, Bord of Management)


SIGNED: Mr. Richard Casey	DATE: 15/6/23
(Principal)

Date of next review: 15/6/24
[bookmark: Homework]

        Stella Maris School’s Code of Behaviour

1. Respect God, your teachers and your fellow students.

2. Listen and follow directions.

3. Raise your hand before speaking, or leaving your seat.

4. Use your hands and feet helpfully.















--------------Please detach this portion and return to the school--------------	


[bookmark: I_have_read_and_approve_the_School’s_Cod]I have read and approve the School’s Code of Behaviour.



Signed:		
Parent/Guardian


   Pupils name:                                                                        



Date:                         











